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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The patents 
to Huggins et al (US 4,003,740) and McGauley et al (US 3,860,696) do not disclose or 
suggest reacting metal-containing sulphidic materials with concentrated sulfuric acid in 
the presence of oxygen to produce a metal sulfate product as claimed. The patent to 
O'Brien (US 5,484,579) discloses a hydrometallurgical process comprising contacting 
ore with sulfuric acid and nitric acid and introducing a source of oxygen to the reaction 
mixture to form sulfates and a gaseous product which is NO x (see Abstract and Fig.1) . 



FIG.l 30 




MOIST SOLIDS 



But O'Brien does not disclose or suggest carrying out the process at a 
temperature of between about 300°C and 400°C in the presence of oxygen to produce 
a solid metal sulfate product and a gaseous product which is primarily S0 3 as claimed. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvyn J. Andrews whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-1239. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00A.M. to 4:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy V King can be reached on (571 )272-1244. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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